
From the Mayor…              January 2, 2015

The City of Warsaw is in the process of updating its current neighborhood ordinance.
You may have heard about it.  The objective is to amend the current ordinance to 
make it more effective for the preservation of residential quality, thus creating a 
climate for improved home values in our aging neighborhoods.  

It is accurate to state that the effects of aging neighborhoods are a large concern of 
our citizens.

It is also accurate to state that protection of individual rights is also an important 
concern of our citizens.

Crafting an effective ordinance that meets the needs of everyone in the City of 
Warsaw will require hard work.  It will not be easy.  It will require diligence and 
compromise for all involved.

The right to inspect, the reasons for inspection, the appeals process, the hearing 
process, and remedies are all established by state code.  Indiana Codes 36-7-9 and 
36-7-2-3 (you can Google them) were established by the state in the early 1970’s. 
They apply to every community in Indiana.  They define the process communities 
can use to address neighborhood issues.  In addition, IC 22-13 is the state code that 
pertains to Building and Fire Codes

Our local Buildings and Building Regulations ordinance, established in the early 
1970’s, is available to view on the city website (Section 14 of the City Code).  As you 
will see, the aforementioned Indiana state codes, as well as administrative rules, fire 
codes, and various national and international construction codes are mandatory to 
every city in Indiana and thus included in our local ordinance.

The current proposed changes to our current City ordinance do not change the 

process. The city has no authority to change the process and must follow the state 
statute, as they always have.  If residents have fundamental concerns about unlawful 
entry or constitutional questions regarding inspections, they should discuss those 
issues with their state legislators. 

Our residential dwellings are now almost fifty years older than when the current city
ordinance was adopted. The landscape has changed.  We think rentals now make up 
more than 50 percent of residential city dwellings.

Homeowners often get frustrated when efforts to keep their properties well 
maintained are diminished by un-kept adjacent properties. That is the number one 
complaint we receive.  Property values decline.

The city is proposing rental registration and inspection to help manage those issues.  
The city currently has no registry of rental properties.  Fire and safety personnel 



must know what they are getting into when they respond.  Utilities must be assigned 
for each unit.  Minimum living standards must be ensured.  The city has no way of 
monitoring those issues at present.  The state allows for such oversight of 
commercial rental units.

Please understand that now, as in the past, an older single family home can be 
turned into a rental at the owners choice.   That one-unit rental house can then be 
divided into two units, three units, four units, and even five units.  Suddenly 
neighborhood parking must accommodate up to five times the number of cars.  Five 
times the amount of electricity is being drawn from the service that was designed as 
a single family home.  Five times the garbage, sewage, and other services are now 
utilized.  Smoke detectors must be working in each unit. When the Fire department 
arrives, they must know if the unit is single-family owner occupied or a rental unit 
and how many units are in the dwelling and where each unit is.  Who is the person 
responsible for the rental unit? How can they be reached?  Does each rental unit 
meet a minimum standard for habitation? 

Rental registration and “one time inspection” are being proposed to address those 
issues.  

More detailed descriptions of owner occupied code violations affecting safety and 
public health issues are also being proposed to reduce ambiguity and better 
communicate those issues to homeowners.

We have been meeting for several months with landlord groups, neighborhood 
groups, and interested citizens.  We continue to make changes to the ordinance to 
reflect the concerns of our entire community. We will spend as much time as we 
need to do it right.

The City of Warsaw has always and will always continue to meet the needs of its 
neighbors and neighborhoods.


